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The mature scale is very easily distinguished from other
scales. When mature, they are about one-fourth of an inch
long and consist of the red or yellowish body and a large
fluted cottony white mass which serves as the egg-sac.
From five to eight hundred eggs are produced by each female,
May and June being the season of greatest production.
These hatch in about ten days in summer, but a longer period
is required in winter. The young scales are very active, and
feed at first largely upon leaves but later seem to prefer the
twigs and branches. The females are able to move about
during most of their life, but become stationary as soon as
the egg-sac is formed. The time required for development
from egg to adult varies considerably even during the same
season; the average, however, is about three and a half
months. There are at least three generations in southern
California, and during the summer months they increase
very rapidly if not held in check by their natural enemies.
The cottony cushion scale produces a large quantity of
honey-dew, on which the sooty mold fungus grows readily.
Soft Brown Scale (Coccus hesperidum)
The soft brown scale is widely distributed over the earth
and has a large number of food plants other than citrus. Its
injury to citrus trees is due largely to the exudation of honey-
dew, and the accompanying growth of the sooty mold fungus.
It is only occasionally injurious, and seldom infests an entire
orchard, being usually held in check by several internal
parasites. This scale is usually accompanied by a great
number of ants which feed upon the honey-dew.
The young scales are produced alive during the summer
months and settle down, soon after leaving the protection
of the mother. They either remain fixed from that time or
occasionally move about until they are half grown. There